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Medication-related deaths in the United States outnumbered traffic fatalities (2009)
 Kochanek, 2009
37,485
Average American Lifespan The Elderly Population 
Paterniti, 2002
 Design: French longitudinal cohort (4 years)
• N = 1389
• Mean age = 60-70  Objectives:
• Examine whether long-term use of BZDs associated with increased risk of cognitive decline in the elderly  Conclusions:
• Chronic users significant in Mini Mental Status Exam • Episodic/recurrent users lower cognitive scores than non-users • Long-term use of BZDs is a risk factor for increased cognitive decline in the elderly The Bottom Line ★The 2012 AGS Beers Criteria could be potentially useful for prospective considerations of PIMs.
• Computerized algorithms • Potential flagging -new prescriptions ★Not intended to supplement clinical judgment.
• Lack of efficacy -retrospective studies • Does not consider patient-specific nuances 
Medication Management

